
Curriculum Meeting November 30, 2016 

In Attendance:  E. Margolin, S. Chinnappala, C. Abolafia, L. Kreisman, L. Eisenberg, N. Ogievetsky, F. 

Tenenbaum, M. Gates, S. Preziosi, D. Sheinin, J. Menashe, I. Vilensky 

Minutes of previous meeting were read and accepted 

CURRICULUM OFFICE UPDATE: 

1-Mr. Secaur thanked the guidance counselors from the middle and high school for coming to the 

previous meeting to discuss their respective programs. They spent time with Mr. Secaur following the 

meeting discussing how to increase communication on all levels moving forward. 

2-NWEA letters were sent home.  

 This was as a result of discussions held at the Curriculum Committee Meetings.  

 The information is very complicated but the intention is to keep parents informed about their 

child’s progress academically.  

o That the letters we sent home right after Cogat test results for Discovery made it even 

more confusing. Mr. Secaur will recommend that this not be the case next year. 

 Math and ELA Chairs met with classroom teachers about the info on the NWEA,  and how to use 

that info to support students. 

 NWEA results are not part of APPR. They are a diagnostic tool, the use of which was borne out 

of the opt-out movement. So many students are not taking standardized tests that it is difficult 

to get info on student progress.  

 NWEA norms are national, not district by district. 

3-Cursive Writing initiative- 

 The original plan was to introduce it in grade 2. The plan is now to introduce it in grade 3. 

 Print books for grade 2 are being ordered to help students master handwriting skills and fine 

motor skills.  This is important before instruction begins on introductory cursive writing skills. 

 In grades 4-8, basic cursive writing skills will be introduced. 

4-Election Day Professional Development for Teacher- Ed Camp-  

 Workshops included “Flipped” classrooms, multi-media in the classroom, role of teacher aides.  

 The PD committee is working on a new teacher induction program. 

5-Our Special Education program will be visited by the Tri-State Consortium in January. 

6-Social Studies Update: Mr. Wimmer P-12 Chairperson 

 Special activities were held in the district for Constitution Day, Election Day and Veterans Day. 

 New framework for the social studies is still in the works. 

 The state is reviewing the Global History exam, which has been around for more than 25 years, 

but no change will take place until after June 2017. 

o This exam has been a struggle across the state but not in HWPS. We have had great 

success.  



o The new exam will be more difficult and will test info from 1750 and beyond.  

o June 2018 will be the transition year.  

o There will be short answers and essays. Students will be required to recall info and come 

up with logical solutions.  

o The new format will be in completely in place in 2020 but HWPS does not anticipate any 

issue.  

Students can take the Global Regents in 8th grade. It is done experimentally in NYC and other districts    

in the state. HWPS have investigated that and have decided it is NOT a prudent thing to do for a 

variety of reasons. 

 The state is encouraging students to substitute other exams for the Regents. Now Regents are 

1/5 of a student grades in HWPS. 

 We must adhere to C-3 standards- college ready; career ready; civics. The HWPS website has 

lesson for students that are C-3 based.  

 State is going toward inquiry-based curriculum. HWPS has been doing that all along. 

 In 2020 the state will require all students do a research paper. We are doing that already-  

o 11th grade research paper- has been separated out from the ELA piece. It is historical 

research and there is rubric. The process begins in 9th grade. Those in Capstone do more 

than the minimum. 

 Even though there are no social studies common core standards in elementary school, our 

district provides resources which carry over into other subject areas. 

 The authors of “Everybody is a Social Studies Book k-6” will be visiting the district. 

 Civics is being reinforced throughout the district. 

 History Fair Day- student participation is not required but is encouraged. The topic is selected by 

the district.  

 There are new course offerings in the high school including an elective in child psychology. 

 College Public Affairs- It is an Advanced Syracuse University program. Students get 3 college 

credits. It is overseen by Syracuse U professor. 

o Because registration went down among our seniors, they have invited juniors to 

participate. 

8-Other business: 

 Mandarin- A parent member on the committee felt there is need for a mid-level class for 

students who are not honors level.  E.g. Regents R class. Mr. Secaur stated that the district does 

not feel there is a need. There are enough options for students. 

 There is no 10H English class- The committee asked if it can be reinstated? It is connected to 

Capstone but not all students want to go into Capstone. Capstone requires a very intensive 

paper and presentation. Only about ½ of the students enrolled in Capstone for the first year opt 

to take year 2. 

Next Meeting; Jan. 11, 2017   

SEL Update   

Breakfast will be provided by Curriculum and Instruction Office 


